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Introduction 
 
Once thought of as an urban disease, the prevalence of HIV and AIDS in the rural United 
States is steadily increasing.  AIDS in rural communities affects migrant workers, 
adolescents, African-Americans, men who have sex with men, heterosexuals, and men 
and women from all walks of life.  Susi Miller compiled this bibliography for the 
Resource Library of the Columbus AIDS Task Force in September 2003.  Susi worked at 
CATF while completing her practicum for a Master’s degree in Library and Information 
Science from Kent State University. Funding for the Resource Library bibliographies is 
provided by a grant from the National Library of Medicine. This bibliography is a 
starting off point for those interested in researching or simply learning more about the 
rural HIV/AIDS epidemic in the United States.  Items marked with an “RL” can be found 
in the Resource Library of the Columbus AIDS Task Force.   
 

 
 
Books & Book Chapters 
 
Whetton-Goldstein, K. (2002). You’re the first one I’ve told: new faces of HIV in the 
South. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. RL 
 
 Data from a unique HIV/AIDS survey and health statistics from the Southeastern 
 United States are combined with the personal experiences of twenty-five people  
 living with HIV/AIDS in rural eastern North Carolina.  
  
 
Verghese, A. (1995). My own country: a doctor’s story. New York, NY: Vintage Books. 
RL 
 A physician specializing in infectious disease shares his story of practicing in  
 rural Tennessee in the 1980’s.  A well-written account of the AIDS epidemic in a  
 small Appalachian town.   

 
 
Documents  
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). (2000). Pathfinder – a guide to 
selected resources: HIV/AIDS and other STDs among rural populations.  RL 
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Publication of the CDC’s National Prevention Information Network (NPIN).  Provides Rural 
AIDS/HIV/STD  resource lists and contact information for: organizations, funding opportunities, 
Internet resources, and educational materials.  

 
Eta Sigma Gamma (National Professional Health Education Honorary). (1996). 
HIV/AIDS education in rural communities. The Health Education Monograph Series. 
14(1): 1-47.  RL 
  

First in a series, this publication includes topics such as: modeling the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
Indiana, HIV infection and women, and prevention activities for adolescents. 

 
Eta Sigma Gamma (National Professional Health Education Honorary). (1997). 
Prevention of HIV/AIDS: education in rural communities. The Health Education 
Monograph Series. 15(2): 1-51.  RL 
 

Second in a series, this publication includes the following topics: migrant farm workers in Indiana, 
Use of condoms among African-American students, breaking confidence about risky behavior, 
school-based interventions and more.  

 
Eta Sigma Gamma (National Professional Health Education Honorary). (1998). The third 
special issue on HIV/AIDS education and prevention in rural communities. The Health 
Education Monograph Series. (16)2: 1-66.  RL 
 

Third in a series, this publication includes topics such as: implementing HIV education, rural 
adolescent views of HIV prevention, and health motivation and HIV risk behavior among college 
students. 

 
HIV/AIDS in rural areas: lessons for successful service delivery. (2002). Washington, 
D.C. : U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services 
Administration, HIV/AIDS Bureau.  RL 
 

Detailed review of four rural AIDS projects funded by the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS 
Resources Emergency (CARE) Act.  Locations include: Texas, Mississippi, Colorado, and 
Vermont.  

 
Migrant health services directory 2002 – La Guía. (2002). Saline, MI : Migrant Health 
Promotion.  RL 
 
 Spanish/English state-by-state directory of health services and clinics for migrant workers.   

Midwest edition includes information covering the following states: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.   

 
Rural AIDS Housing: issues and opportunities. (1998). Seattle, WA : AIDS Housing of 
Washington.  RL 
 

Report on the state of rural AIDS housing issues in the state of Washington.  Includes discussion 
of  needs assessment surveys, development of local housing networks, case studies in other states, 
and funding suggestions and contacts.   
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Journal Articles 
 
 
Casteneda, D. (2000). HIV/AIDS-related services for women and the rural community 
context.  AIDS Care. 12(5): 549-65.  
 

Discussions of the differences in care and care-seeking behavior in women in the rural vs. urban 
setting.   

 
 
Kistner, J., Eberstein, I.W., Quadagno, D., Sly, D., Sittig, L., Foster,  
Leukefeld, C.G., Logan, T.K., Farabee, D., Clayton, R. (2002). Drug use and AIDS: 
estimating injection prevalence in a rural state. Substance Use & Misuse. 37(5-7): 767-
82. 
 

Analysis of injection drug use and HIV in rural Kentucky using two approaches: drawing data 
from secondary sources and primary data analysis from three small community studies.  

 
McKinney, M.M. (2002). Variations in rural AIDS epidemiology and service delivery 
models in the United States. Journal of Rural Health. 18(3): 455-66.  
 

Review of AIDS surveillance data and the rural health literature to summarize what is known 
about the rural AIDS epidemic.  
 

Marick, J. (2002). HIV/AIDS peer education: a rural health project. Journal of School 
Nursing. 18(1): 41-7.  
 

Describes a project completed by rural Nebraskan high school students designed to inform their 
peers about the risk of HIV/AIDS.  Students were advised by community health leaders.  

 
Salgado de Snyder, V.N., Diaz Perez, M., Maldonado, M. (1996). AIDS: risk behaviors 
among rural Mexican women married to migrant workers in the United States. AIDS 
Education & Prevention. 8(2): 134-42. RL 
 

A study of women at high risk for HIV transmission. The women live in rural Mexico and are 
married to temporary migrant workers in the United States.  Sociocultural context included in 
discussion. 
 

Schur, C.L., Berk, M.L., Dunbar, J.R., Shapiro, M.F., Cohn, S.E., Bozzette, S.A. (2002). 
Where to seek care: an examination of people in rural areas with HIV/AIDS. Journal of 
Rural Health. 18(2): 337-47.  
 

Presentation of estimates from the HIV Cost and Services Utilization Study (HCSUS).  Analysis 
of rural residents with HIV/AIDS, their demographics, location of their health care providers, and 
drug therapy prescribed.   
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Steinberg, S., Fleming, P. (2000). The geographic distribution of AIDS in the United 
States: is there a rural epidemic? Journal of Rural Health. 16(1): 11-9.  
 

Analysis of the geographical distribution of AIDS in the U.S. based on data reported to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 1996.  

 
Stevenson, J. (2000). Rural HIV/AIDS in the United States: studies suggest presence, no 
rampant spread. Journal of the American Medical Association. 284(2): 167-8.  
 
 Discussion of studies showing steady presence rather than rapid spread of HIV in the rural U.S. 
 
O’Sullivan, S., Preston, D.B., Forti, E.M. (2000). Predictors of rural critical care nurses’ 
willingness to care for people with AIDS. Intensive & Critical Care Nursing. 16(3): 181-
90.  

Survey study of  957 nurses in the rural northeastern United States.  Questions and statistical 
analysis of respondents’ views on homosexuality, risk of contracting HIV, and nursing care 
concerns.  

 
Wykoff, R.F., Heath, C.W., Hollis, S.L., Leonard, S.T., Quiller, C.B., Jones, J.L., 
Artzrouni, M., Parker, R.L. (1988). Contract tracing to identify human immunodeficiency 
virus infection in a rural community. Journal of the American Medical Association. 
259(24): 3563-6.  
 

Description of a rural South Carolina contact study conducted to identify, counsel and educate 
persons infected with or exposed to HIV.  Study begins with one HIV positive man and his 19 sex 
contacts; 83 men are included in the study.  
 

 
 
Videos 
 
Belinda. 30 minutes. 1992. RL 
 
 Documentary featuring Belinda Mason, an Eastern Kentucky woman who was the  
 First HIV-infected member of the National Commission on AIDS.  
 
Soft Smoke: AIDS in the rural West. 28 minutes. 1999.  
 
 This video follows Roy, who works for the Colorado Health Department, as he travels the  
 back roads of rural Colorado informing residents of their possible exposure to HIV.  A powerful 
 documentary and reminder that HIV/AIDS is not limited to big city life.  
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Web Sites 
 
http://www.nrharural.org/providers/HIV-Dir.html  National Rural Health Association’s  
HIV/AIDS Provider Directory – Rural providers listed by state.  Also includes other rural 
health resources.  Retrieved August 25, 2003.  
 
http://www.indiana.edu/~aids/   Rural Center for AIDS/STD Prevention.  A joint project 
of Indiana University, Purdue University and Texas A&M University.  Retrieved August 
25, 2003. Includes fact sheets, school STD/HIV curriculum, education standards, and 
conference proceedings.  
 

   
 
Community Resources 
 
Timothy Roe, Rural AIDS Coordinator 
Central Ohio Office 
449 Hances Drive, Blacklick, OH 43004 
614-868-9710 
TROEPCHD@aol.com 
 
Jim Jarrell 
Primary Care 3 Case Manager 
Columbus AIDS Task Force 
1751 East Long Street, Columbus, OH 43203 
614-299-2437 ext. 131  Toll Free 866-739-0720 
 
Sue Armentrout, LSW, Athens AIDS Task Force 
Rural HIV Case Manager 
PO Box 466, Athens, OH 45701-2436 
740-592-4397  Toll Free: 800-667-2323 
aatf@frognet.net 
 
Konnie Zinn, LSW,  Area Agency on Aging 
Case Manager  F32 URG 
PO Box 500 
Rio Grande, OH 45674-0500 
740-245-9148  Toll Free:  800-582-7277 
k_zinnaaa7@yahoo.com 
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